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On the embankment, there were a few backless stone benches situated among the leafy trees. Rick sat on the
only unoccupied one. For a while, he stared hypnotically at the smooth flowing Volga River, but then he turned
his attention to the passing traffic. His mind was filled with worry for Grace, but he reassured himself that it
was just church business. He’d wait for her return before jumping to conclusions. Meanwhile he monitored the
movement in and out of the Church of the Assumption.
No Grace and no church activity.
He glanced at his watch.
Suddenly a piercing scream blew all thoughts from his mind. He spun toward the sound as a body—looking
remarkably like Father Rurick—fell from an open window of the institute. He landed with a bone-crushing
stop on the steps below.
Rick leaped from the bench, bolted into the street, and darted through the almost completely stopped traffic.
A sick feeling took residence in his stomach.
Rick bounded up the steps to the huge body with abnormally positioned limbs. For a moment, he was the only
person who had approached the lifeless form. Others in the vicinity stood immobilized. Rick knelt. Blood
trickled along the step upon which the priest’s head rested.
“Father,” whispered Rick.
No response.
“Father,” Rick whispered again.
The priest’s eyes blinked. His mouth attempted to form a word.
Rick leaned closer.

The priest coughed lightly and then softly uttered a long groan. Another cough, silence and then blood seeped
from his mouth.
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Book Description From Epiphany by Glenn Sartori: In medieval Russia, a battlefield historian is
commissioned to transport treasures from invasion-torn south to a haven in the north. Centuries later, four
events occur simultaneously.
Grace Sawyer, on her summer sabbatical at the Rosanov Art Institute in Yaroslavl, stumbles upon a black stone
from a medieval Russian treasure. Richard Simon, an art historian in New York, is solicited by a friend in the
CIA to journey to Yaroslavl on a cryptic quest.
In Kiev, the brother of the president of the Ukraine is assassinated, and a group of men plan to violently end
the Epiphany—the historic meeting between the Pope and the Patriarch of Russia.
Within a week, these events will mesh in a violent climax that echoes in the halls of the Rosanov Art Institute.
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….and Patriarch together for the first time since the Great Schism of 1054
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Prophetic in bringing the Pope and Patriarch together for the first time since the Great Schism of 1054. A
good plot that kept me reading one more chapter before putting it down. Characters come across as real.
Having grandparents who came from Russia and Kiev I enjoyed the challenge of the culture.
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